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At Capilano College our mission is to enable student success. 
A dynamic presence in the classroom 
and a commitment to learning 
contributed to the selection of Early 
Childhood Care and Education 
student, Nikki Barker, as this 
year's recipient of the Lieutenant 
Governor General's Silver Medal. The 
medal is awarded to a student at 
Capilano College who has been 
registered in a career/vocational 
program of less than two years 
duration, who has excelled in their 
studies, and who has contributed in 
a positive way to the life of the 
College or their community. 
Nikki was described by her instructor, 
Kathleen Kummen, as someone who 
would inspire both faculty and stud-
ents during discussions to take intel-
lectual discourse to great heights. 
Standing in front of a table of creative 
packaging by IDEA students are, left to 
right: Brian Williams, RSC vice-president, 
commercial financial services, North 
Shore area; Candace Dennis, RSC senior 
account manager; and IDEA program 
instructor, Vida Jurcic. 
A fond adieu 
"Nikki's curiosity led her to take 
risks by challenging her own ideas 
and beliefs as she refined her 
teaching practices and philosophy," 
Kathleen said. "In her work with 
young children, Nikki was able to 
combine her growing knowledge, 
curriculum and joy of teaching to 
provide them with engaging and 
relevant educational experiences." 
Outside the classroom, Nikki has 
also demonstrated her commitment 
to children and the global commu-
nity. In the past, she has worked as 
a missionary in both Costa Rica and 
Russia. As a volunteer, she has been 
part of projects such as building a 
roof in San Jose and reaching out 
to the children living on the street 
of Perm, Russia. 
A $10,000 donation presented 
November 24 by RBC Financial 
Group to Capilano College will 
enable students in the College's 
Illustration/Design: Elements and 
Applications (IDEA) program to 
showcase their talents through more 
gallery exhibitions and to develop 
necessary business skills. 
"We are extremely appreciative of 
RBC's financial support to the IDEA 
program," said Dorothy Jantzen, 
dean of Fine and Applied Arts at 
Capilano College. "This generous 
funding will allow our students the 
opportunity to engage in the kind 
of relevant hands-on experience 
that is essential for them to move 
their art careers forward." 
Sally Westall, an admissions/registration assistant in the Registrar's Office, 
is off to Saudi Arabia for at least two years to join her husband who is cur-
rently working there. Sally's (seated with poinsettia) friends and colleagues 
from the College held a farewell party for her on November 17 to let her 
know how much she'll be missed. The North Vancouver resident came to 
Capilano College in 2002 and worked in the Registrar's Office first as a clerk 
typist and then as an admissions/registration assistant. College employees 
and students alike wish her well. 
Nikki Barker accepts the Lieutenant Governor 
General's Silver Medal from College president, 
Dr. Greg Lee, while ECCE instructor, Kathleen 
Kummen, looks on. 
"It was no surprise to the faculty," 
Kathleen added, "that Douglas Park 
Preschool in Vancouver hired Nikki 
as soon as she completed her 
practicum with them." 
Nikki is currently enrolled at the 
College as a post basic ECCE 
student. 
For the past four years, IDEA 
students have been creating a series 
of original paintings depicting scenes 
of British Columbia's West Coast. 
The funding from RBC will allow the 
students to showcase the popular 
series of original works for an 
extended period of time at North 
Vancouver's Ferry Building Art Gallery. 
"Capilano College's IDEA program 
helps young artists develop their 
careers and expand their talents," 
said Candace Dennis, senior 
account manager, RBC Royal Bank. 
"At RBC, we believe in the power of 
the arts to enrich lives and enhance 
communities, and we are proud to 
support this professional education 
program." 
Capilano College's Bookstore 
manager, Brian Ball, has been 
elected for a one-year term as 
president of Campus Stores 
Canada (CSC). Brian has served 
on the board of directors of CSC 
since 2004, working with 
bookstore leaders from across 
Canada to deliver services to 
more than 100 college and 
university bookstores. 
Brian is delighted to represent 
Capilano College in this national 
association and brings a 
perspective on the value of the 
college learning environment to 
the CSC. 
"Colleges have, and will continue 
to offer, high quality educational 
opportunities to students across 
Canada in an increasingly 
competitive post-secondary 
education market," Brian said. 
"Bookstores will carry on 
adapting as advances in the 
digital world impact educational 
publishing and the way learning 
materials are delivered to 
students." 
CSC is a trade association that 
helps campus bookstores in their 
efforts to be vital members of 
their post-secondary institutions, 
assisting in the delivery of 
quality education to students. 
It provides educational programs, 
advocacy services, and 
information sharing opportunities 
for its members throughout the 
year, but focuses on delivering a 
national textbook symposium in 
the fall and a stationery and 
supplies related trade fair in the 
spring. 
"CSC provides a forum where 
best practices and the latest 
information on current trends 
can be shared by bookstores," 
Brian added. "This ensures that 
they provide leadership and 
outstanding service to their 
institutions in a changing 
academic environment." 
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The practical side of geography 
Several weeks ago, I received a 
phone message from the provincial 
Electoral Boundary Commission 
asking me if I would give them a 
workshop on boundaries. The 
Geography instructor, Brett McGillivray, has 
two new releases out. 
commission had been consulting my 
book Geography of British Columbia: 
People and Landscapes in Transition 
(UBC Press, 2005). 
This three-member commission was 
formed by the provincial 
government late in 2005 with a 
mandate to examine the boundaries 
of the existing 79 electoral districts 
in terms of representation-by-
population. Because of population 
changes, it also has the mandate to 
increase the number of electoral 
districts to 85. Another rather 
unique mandate of the commission 
is to come up with single 
transferable vote (STV) boundaries. 
Here, MLA constituencies would be 
combined from two to seven. These 
boundaries present another set of 
challenges. If anyone is interested 
in the commission, its time lines, 
submissions, etc., please visit its 
website at www.bc-ebc.ca. 
It's Down Under for Stephen Atkins 
College Theatre instructor, 
Stephen Atkins, has been 
selected to work as intern director 
with the prestigious Brisbane, 
Australia-based physical theatre 
company, Zen Zen Zo. Applicants 
worldwide vied for the 
opening, which offers 
the opportunity to 
study leading-edge 
performance training, 
create new works and 
co-direct the main 
production for the 
upcoming season. Stephen Atkins 
Stephen will be joining 
the company in January for a 
seven-month stint. 
"I was happy enough to have been 
selected to work and train with 
the company," Stephen said. "To 
have been given the only director's 
position was incredibly exciting." 
Stephen has been an instructor 
at Capilano College for the past 
16 years teaching Voice, Physical 
Theatre, Acting, Improvisation 
and Theatre History. While in 
Australia, he will be studying 
physical theatre 
techniques based on 
Viewpoints, created by 
Anne Bogart and Tina 
Landau of Steppenwolf 
Theater in Chicago, and 
SIT! in Saratoga, New 
York. Another major 
component of the 
training will include Butoh and 
Tadashi Suzuki method. Since last 
year's publication of Viewpoints, 
these developments have become 
more widespread and are 
becoming one of the main pillars 
of performer training in North 
America and internationally. 
My book, which is being used 
fairly extensively throughout 
B.C:s colleges and universities, 
tells the stories about the 
settlement and development 
process of this province. These 
are some of the many 
considerations that the 
commission needs to consider as 
they search for natural 
boundaries, effective 
representation, and where to 
draw the boundaries for high 
population urban areas, or 
conversely, low population rural, 
remote and large regions. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
demonstrate one of the many 
practical sides of geography. 
In addition, I have also recently 
published a second book of the 
geography of Canada entitled: 
Canada: A Nation of Regions. 
(Oxford University Press, 2006). 
Capilano College is currently 
accepting nominations for the 2007 
Distinguished Alumni Awards. This 
will be the inauguration of the 
awards program created to recognize 
people who have attended the 
College and who have distinguished 
themselves through their 
achievements, contributions to their 
professions, and service to the 
community. 
Nomination forms and guidelines 
can be found at www.capcollege.be. 
ca/about/development-alumni, or by 
contacting Janis Connolly, alumni 
relations officer in the College's 
Office of Development and Alumni 
Relations, at local 7968, or 
jconnoll@capcollege.bc.ca. The 
completed nomination package must 
be received by February 15, 2007. 
By Dr. Robert Campbell 
At its December 5 meeting, 
Education Council approved the 
academic schedule for 2007-08. 
In the fall, classes will end on 
Friday, November 30. This date 
means Monday-only classes will 
meet only 10 times in the fall 
term. Reading break in spring 
2008 will be February 18-19 
(Monday- Tuesday), which will 
have less impact on Friday-only 
classes. They will already be 
reduced because of Good Friday. 
We also heard a report from 
Stephen Williams who, with 
Karen Ewing, chairs the 
College's Accreditation 
committee. As you may 
remember, the College has 
applied for membership in the 
Northwest Commission on 
Colleges and Universities, which 
is based in Redmond, 
Washington. We are in the midst 
of a self-study, and examiners 
from the NWCCU will visit our 
college next October. 
With some amendments, Council 
endorsed a submission to 
Campus 2020, the provincial 
planning process for post-
secondary education. 
Council also agreed to begin a 
discussion in the new year on 
principles that would guide the 
naming of the College's tangible 
assets (buildings and 
equipment) and intangible 
assets (programs and positions). 
Send all informer submissions to: 
Shelley Kean, editor 
Public Affairs 
Birch building, room 462 
2055 Purcell Way 
North Vancouver, B.C. 
V7J 3H5 
skean@capcollege.bc.ca 
Tel: 604.983.7596 
Fax: 604.984.1714 
Deadline for the January issue 
is: Tuesday, January 2, 2007. 
Submissions (including 
photographs) may be edited 
for brevity and clarity and will 
appear online. 
